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Background

2

● The Trex Plastic Film Recycling Challenge 
is a plastic film collection that takes place 
in a designated town for a six-month 
period

● Goal: collect 500 lbs of plastic film 
(equates to about 40,500 plastic bags!!)

● Prize → A high-performance composite 
bench made from recycled plastic will be 
donated to our community from Trex



● Stretch film & pallet wrap

● Bubble wrap

● Grocery bags

● Case overwrap

● Bread bags

● Dry cleaning bags

● Newspaper sleeves

● Produce & Cereal bags

● Paper towel / toilet paper overwrap

● Ziploc or food storage bags

● Ice bags (DRY – without metal clips)

● Mattress bags

● Wood pellet bags 
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Examples of Recyclable Plastic Film



Don’t Toss That Plastic Bag In The 
Garbage - Recycle Right!

➢ Our Goals
○ To reduce the amount of plastic being buried in landfills since 

landfills play a major role in the destruction of our environment
○ Educate people why recycling is a better choice to increase 

participation and enthusiasm in the challenge
○ Show how plastic waste can find a second life in the form of 

high-performance Trex composite decking
○ Help prevent littering

➢ Why?
○ Plastic bags/film are detrimental to the environment
○ Takes a very long time to biodegrade and pollutes the soil 
○ Encourage good recycling habits and motivate residents to recycle 
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Communicate, Collect, Consolidate

➔ Communicate - How was the challenge promoted?
◆ Flyers
◆ Wyckoff Township e-newsletter
◆ Social Media - Wyckoff Moms, Wyckoffians, Library, and 

Township Facebook pages
◆ Websites - Wyckoff Environmental Commission

➔ Collect - Where were collection sites set up?
◆ Wyckoff Public Library 
◆ Wyckoff Recycling Center
◆ Volunteers picked up plastic from collection sites & delivered to 

Mrs. Fischer’s home or my home for weighing and recording. 
Any plastic that did not meet the criteria for being recyclable was 
removed.

➔ Consolidate - What did we do with all of this plastic?
◆ Transferred plastic to Stop & Shop. Trex picked up plastic and 

took it to their recycling center to transform it into a Trex bench.
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Social Media Posts - Spreading Awareness in Town!
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Social Media Posts - Spreading Awareness in Town!



Informative Posters to Promote the Event
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Community Response Was Overwhelming
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➔ Far exceeded our goal of collecting 500 pounds of plastic film in a 
six-month period.

➔ Collected approximately 1,300 pounds of plastic film in only 2 ½ 
months!

➔ Earned a Trex Bench for the Wyckoff community!

     Total on Day 16 of                  
collection

Thanks to our extremely conscientious Wyckoff residents, we:  



Thank You!
This project was completed as part of 
the Wyckoff Environmental Commission 
Junior Commissioner program. Junior 
Commissioner Lauren Markarian, a 
student at Ramapo High School in the 
class of 2023, took the project to its final 
stages assisting on the successful virtual 
public outreach campaign.

    December 2021
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“One person’s trash is another person’s treasure!”



Sources
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-https://nihrecord.nih.gov/2018/04/20/earth-day-event-addresses-plastic-film-
pollution

-https://recycle.trex.com/view/educate

-https://www.ehn.org/plastic-environmental-impact-2501923191/particle-7

https://nihrecord.nih.gov/2018/04/20/earth-day-event-addresses-plastic-film-pollution
https://nihrecord.nih.gov/2018/04/20/earth-day-event-addresses-plastic-film-pollution
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