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TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

SECOND FLOOR MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018

TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE WORK SESSION MEETING

MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM

TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018 - 7:00 P.M.

1.   
7:00 pm Work Session Meeting called to order by Mayor Brian D. Scanlan

2.   
Roll call of Township Committee

3.   
Reading of "Open Work Session" statement by Mrs. Santimauro

4.
Ten Minute public comment period, two (2) minutes per speaker for public comment on any governmental issue that a member of the public feels may be of concern to the residents of the Township of Wyckoff.

5.
Mayor and Municipal Clerk to sign documents

6.
a.  Finance Committee to review and sign vouchers

      
b.  Report of Township Committee

      
c.  Report of Administrator

      
d.  Report of Attorney

7.
Recess Work Session Meeting to conduct 8:00 pm Business Meeting

8.   
Reconvene Work Session Meeting

9.   
Adjourn

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS MAY BE PAID AT ALL WORK SESSION MEETINGS AND ALL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETINGS


FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN AT THIS WORK SESSION

TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETING

MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM

TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018 - 8:00 PM

1. Regular Meeting of the Wyckoff Township Committee called to order by 


Mayor Brian D. Scanlan

2. Flag Salute

3. Invocation Given by Pastor Wes Kenyon from Wyckoff Assembly of God                                                   Church

4. Reading of the “Open Public Meetings Act” statement by Mrs. Santimauro

5. Roll call of the Township Committee

6.
Public Comment period, five (5) minutes per speaker for public comment on any governmental issue that a member of the public feels may be of concern to the residents of the Township of Wyckoff.

7.
Approval of the following Township Committee meeting minutes:

March 6, 2018 Regular Work Session Meeting Minutes & March 9, 2018    Emergency Meeting Minutes

MOTION:  ______SHANLEY________    SECOND _____RUBENSTEIN______   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

8.
Consent Agenda: All matters listed below are considered by the Township Committee to be routine in nature.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by the Township Committee, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately:


I
Resolutions (Adoption of the following):

                       #18-139
Invoke Title 59 – Plan & Design Immunity – Pick Up                             Truck

                        #18-140
Invoke Title 59 – Plan & Design Immunity –                                                                    Western Star Dump Truck



#18-141
Cancellation of Sewer Bill Account #5197-0 – 





92 Ravine Ave



#18-142
In Recognition of Earth Day



#18-143
Transfer of Funds



#18-145
Cancel Taxes Per NJSA 54:4-3.3

                        #18-146
Expression of No Confidence in Orange &                    Rockland Electric


#18-147
Payment of Bills


#18-148
National Poison Prevention Week

                        #18-C8
Closed Session Discussion - NJSA 10:4-12b(7)  -  

                                               Ridgewood Water Litigation

                        #18-C9           Closed Session Discussion – NJSA 10:4-12b(7) –

                                               Contract Negotiations with NBCUA


II
Motions


a.
Approve the volunteer application from Jonathan Bradley            for the Memorial Day Parade Committee.
III
Ordinance – Introduction

#1851 – AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE A CERTAIN CAPITAL   IMPROVEMENT IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT OF FRANT FUNDS THEREFORE

Following is the vote on the Consent Agenda:
MOTION:  _____SHANLEY________    SECOND ______MADIGAN__________   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

IV
Resolution (Not on Consent Agenda)

#18-144
Preserve Bergen County Community Development Funding

MOTION:  _____BOONSTRA________  SECOND _____RUBENSEIN________   

BOONSTRA_YES_ MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

V
Ordinance – Public Hearing/Further Consideration

#1850 - AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
MOTION:  _____SHANLEY________    SECOND _____RUBENSTEIN_______   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  


VI
Adjourn

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS MAY BE PAID AT ALL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE WORK SESSION MEETINGS AND ALL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETINGS

FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN DURING THIS MEETING
Meeting Called To Order
Mayor Brian D. Scanlan called the regular meeting of the Wyckoff Township Committee in the Municipal Court Room to order at 8:00 pm.

Flag Salute

The Township Committee proceeded with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Brian D. Scanlan.

Invocation

The Invocation was given by Mayor Brian D. Scanlan

Attendance

Township Committee Present:  Mayor Brian D. Scanlan; Committee Present: Rudolf E. Boonstra, Thomas J. Madigan, Melissa D. Rubenstein and Timothy E. Shanley

Staff Present:  Township Administrator Robert J. Shannon, Joyce C. Santimauro, Municipal Clerk, Township Attorney Robert Landel and Thomas Garlick, Esq.

Open Public Meeting Act Statement

 Municipal Clerk Santimauro read the “Open Public Meeting Act” Statement: “This regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff is now in session.  In accordance with the provisions of Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, I wish to advise that notice of this meeting has been posted in the lower level of the Memorial Town Hall and that a copy of the schedule of meetings has also been filed with the Township Clerk, and copies of this agenda and the annual notice of meetings, of which this is a part, have been heretofore sent to the Ridgewood News, The Record, and The North Jersey Herald and News all papers with general circulation throughout the Township of Wyckoff.  At least 48 hours prior to this meeting the Agenda thereof was similarly posted, filed and mailed to said newspapers.”
Meeting Open for Public Comment

Committeeman Shanley made a motion to open the meeting for public

Comment; Seconded by Committeeman Boonstra.  All voted in favor.
Reverend Wesley Kenyon, 147 Franklin Avenue.  Reverend Kenyon said he was concerned about the water pressure in his home during power outages and the impact the low water pressure may have on fire hydrant water pressure if the fire department had a fire call.  It was unclear if Reverend Kenyon had Ridgewood Water or Waldwick Water.  The Ridgewood Water emergency generators were discussed, they received Planning Board approval, the Administrator was asked to speak to Rich Calibi of Ridgewood Water about the installation of the booster pumps to determine if they were installed and operating.  Waldwick Water also did some repair work recently on their system.  The Administrator asked Reverend Kenyon if he could call him and he would clarify which water utility serviced 147 Franklin Avenue.  

Carol Giacose, 531 Carlton Road made the following comments to the Township Committee during the March 20, 2018 Township Committee Regular Business meeting:  

“This has to do with Rockland Electric.  Back during Hurricane Sandy, I’d like to give you an overview first, before I get to the main part.  It was a Thursday, Sandy occurred on Saturday, I was on the telephone with Loew’s, Home Depot – two (2) Home Depot’s and Loew’s at 11:30 pm at night.  I knew something was up because they answered the phone call.  I saw on the news we would be getting this horrific storm, unprecedented.  So, I’m on the phone with them, I get the first Loew’s and they have no generators; second Home Depot no generators and the third one says to me do you want to go on a waiting list for a generator?  I said no, what number would I be?  He said umber 62, he said please give me your name and number, I said ok.  

Now, an overview of this is that I have a severely multiply handicapped daughter, who is house bound, who is on medical equipment, who needs refrigeration for her medications, who needs electrical outlets for many of her devices and who is in a hospital bed.  

So, we are getting this unprecedented storm, I don’t have a generator, generators were never really talked about prior to Sandy.  The next morning my husband is still saying ‘fake news’ and I go out and come back at 10 am and my sister in law is over and says ‘well, you are the proud owner of a generator’.  I said, ‘a generator’?  ‘Yes’, she said your husband just went out to pick it up.  She said they got 62 generators in at the Home Depot and you were number 62!  Right then and there I said, ‘oh my God, this is divine intervention’!  My husband was still laughing at me, we get the box home and in it is a little tiny generator.  My husband is looking at the news now and says ‘ya know what, this is going to be bad’.  So, he calls an electrician, the electrician is going to come over on Saturday, the storm is coming Saturday night he drives up to Pennsylvania to get a transfer box, there were no more transfer boxes in the State of New Jersey.  He drives up to get the transfer box, he comes home and the electrician says he can’t come out it will be too dangerous by the time he’s done hooking the generator up.  In the meantime, my 12 year old son hooks up this generator to the transfer box, the storm is raging now, they hook it up at 7:59 and at 8:04 we lost power.  This generator, this little tiny generator and we have only a few rooms hooked up is chugging along..chugging along..chugging along…and we’re like, this is ok.  My daughter has heat, she has a problem with her body temperature, we have all of her devices hooked up.  

Day 1 goes by, day 2 goes by, day 3 goes by.  I’ve been calling Rockland Electric every day, now mind you when you have someone who needs medical equipment like this you have to fill out an Orange & Rocklad form, you need a doctor’s signature and you need a diagnosis, you have to include the type of equipment you have, and if you don’t have the form submitted by a certain date, they give you ten (10) days—then, they cut you off from their medical emergency line.  I call the O&R emergency medical line after four (4) days, I am patient, we have this little generator that’s not supposed to be on more than a few hours a day, we have it running 24/7.  I called O&R and I said ‘this is Mrs. Giacose our daughter is on your emergency medical hot line’, they said, ‘like yeah, so’.  I’m like, well, ‘we have had this little generator and I don’t know when this thing is going to cut out, we are on borrowed time here’ and they say, ‘well, we don’t know Mrs. Giacose, we’ll have to get back to you’.  ‘We are on the medical emergency line, doesn’t that mean like that we take precedent?’  ‘No, that means you get a phone call before the storm to tell you that there’s going to be a storm.’  I said, ‘ok’.  Day 5 goes by I call up again, any word?  No Mrs. Giacose, day 6 goes by and I said I don’t know how long this generator is going to work I’m starting to panic.  They said take your daughter to the hospital, I said, ‘oh, ok, you guys will pay, rite?  God knows, her insurance won’t pay for that.’  They said, ‘no..no.. we are not paying’.  Day 6, day 7, we happened to be without power for two (2) weeks up in the Hartung section.  I keep calling, I keep calling, please give me some idea of when our power will be restored.  No, they say we have no idea.  Day 9 I call up, I say ‘you have to give me some kind of answer here, they said if you call again we are calling the town police department’.  I said, ‘let me just tell you something, walk a mile in my shoes’ and she said, ‘no, you are the bad parent, you should have prepared for this, it’s not our problem that you don’t know how to parent’.  I said, ‘excuse me, we have never had a storm like this before’.  I had no idea that something like this could happen.  I also said to her, ‘look, there isn’t a person in this town who wouldn’t let our house have power so that my daughter would be safe’.  If you had a dire need like we did, this wasn’t comfort so we could have the tv on or the stereo on or anything else.  This was like life or death!  I would say, by all means please give that house electricity, they said no, we have no idea.  Finally, day 14 we get the power and our little engine that could (the small generator) now has a safe home in a house that just needs it for convenience.  Our little generator stayed on the entire time, which it wasn’t supposed to do.  We were told when we bought it that it was just to supplement a couple hours here and there.  We have since after Sandy had a permanent generator installed.  

The Hartung section of town was out of power for five (5) days last week, what I have found is that we have changed, Orange & Rockland has not changed.  I know this because I was calling Orange & Rockland again; my email is registered with the township and I read that the township was also getting a zero response from Orange & Rockland.  These people are not human beings, they have no compassion for anyone, and they blatantly do not care that our daughter was having a medical emergency.  Yes, we had electricity from the small generator, but we didn’t know, we didn’t know how long it was going to last, it could have gone off at any time.  What I put up with!  How they degraded me!  Again, this was not for convenience, not like we were a little cold or couldn’t put the microwave on.  This was a life threatening situation for our daughter.

So, I wanted to share that with the committee, I agree with what you are saying.  Orange & Rockland needs to get out of this town.  They are unresponsive.  There is no compassion.  They don’t know how to prioritize, which was evident when I called.  They couldn’t give me an answer, like with you not giving you any idea when the electricity would be turned back on.  Then they were belligerent, they told me call the police station, the police station had generators.  When I called the police they said who told you that?  I said Orange & Rockland, see they did anything to get me off the phone.”
The Mayor and Township Committee thanked Mrs. Giacose for her comments.  Committeeman Shanley said he observed masses of utility trucks sitting for hours on end waiting for instructions.  The Township Administrator recommended that this portion of the public comment period be done verbatim and forwarded to the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities for their review.  The Township Committee agreed.

Tina Nida, 401B Bromley Place.  Mrs. Nida said she was at the meeting on behalf of the Spring Meadow Condominium association and she wanted to thank the Police Department, because at Spring Meadow when the power went off they had someone on oxygen and they called the police department.  Not only did the police department respond immediately, but they shoveled snow to get the person out of their condo.  Mrs. Nida wanted to put this on the record and say how grateful the Spring Meadow community is for our wonderful police department and for their service to our community.  Mrs. Nida said she also wanted to thank the township officials for all their e-blasts and updates on social media & for the updates on the township website.  Mrs. Nida said she sent an email inquiry on Sunday morning and was astonished that the Administrator responded immediately.  Mrs. Nida said everyone wants Public Service Gas and Electric for their electric utility company and not Orange & Rockland. Committeeman Shanley thanked Mrs. Nida for recognizing Administrator Robert Shannon, because he truly works endlessly for the benefit of the township.
Committeeman Shanley made a motion to close the public comment time of the regular business meeting; Seconded by Committeeman Boonstra with an affirmative vote.
Approval of the following Township Committee meeting minutes:

March 6, 2018 Regular Work Session Meeting Minutes & March 9, 2018    Emergency Meeting Minutes

MOTION:  ______SHANLEY________    SECOND _____RUBENSTEIN______   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

Consent Agenda: All matters listed below are considered by the Township

Committee to be routine in nature.  There will be no separate discussion of these

items.  If any discussion is desired by the Township Committee, that item will be

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately:
I
Resolutions (Adoption of the following):
#18-139
Invoke Title 59 – Plan & Design Immunity – Pick Up Truck

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff awarded a contract  for the purchase of a new never been used before 2018 Ford F350 Pick-Up truck from Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield-Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034; and,
WHEREAS, the pick-up truck has been received, inspected and is in service; and,
WHEREAS, before issuing a purchase order alternate items were selected and approved by the Township Committee which are reflected on the original purchase order from the specification.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the governing body of the Township of Wyckoff approves the final “as built” condition of the pick-up truck as approved through the issuance of a Township Purchase Order and manufactured and delivered by Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield-Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034; and that the Township Committee invokes title 59 defenses.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution shall be placed in the bid file together with one (1) copy of the successful vendor’s purchase order with a notation referring to the resolution of approval placed thereon.    

#18-140
Invoke Title 59 – Plan & Design Immunity – Western Star Dump Truck
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff awarded a contract  for the purchase of a new never been used before 2018 Western Star Dump truck from Robert H. Hoover & Sons, Inc., 149 Gold Mine Road, Flanders, NJ 07836; and,

WHEREAS, the pick-up truck has been received, inspected and is in service; and,

WHEREAS, before issuing a purchase order alternate items were selected and approved by the Township Committee which are reflected on the original purchase order from the specification.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the governing body of the Township of Wyckoff approves the final “as built” condition of the pick-up truck as approved through the issuance of a township purchase order and manufactured and delivered by Robert H. Hoover & Sons, Inc., 149 Gold Mine Road, Flanders, NJ 07836; and that the Township Committee invokes title 59 defenses.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution shall be placed in the bid file together with one (1) copy of the successful vendor’s purchase order with a notation referring to the resolution of approval placed thereon.  

#18-141
Cancellation of Sewer Bill Account #5197-0-92 Ravine Ave
WHEREAS, 92 Ravine Avenue known as Block 483 Lot 2 in the Township of Wyckoff has applied for and completed demolition of the residential home structure on this property; and,

WHEREAS, Darren & Tracey Alexander request the 2017 sewer usage billing be canceled until a new home is completed and sewer usage is resumed; and,

WHEREAS, the Wyckoff Building Department has produced documentation and has confirmed the home was demolished in April, 2017 and therefore this resolution is provided.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the sewer usage billing for 2017 is hereby canceled until the replacement home is connected to the sewer and a Certificate of Occupancy is issued.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Municipal Clerk will forward a copy of this resolution to the Tax Collector, Sewer Utility Clerk and Township Engineer.

#18-142
In Recognition of Earth Day
WHEREAS, the global community now faces extraordinary challenges, such as global health issues, food and water shortages, economic struggles; and 

WHEREAS, all people, regardless of race, gender, income or geography, have amoral right to a healthy, sustainable environment with economic growth; and 

WHEREAS, it is understood that the citizens of the global community must step forward and take action to create a green economy to combat the aforementioned global challenges; and 

WHEREAS, a green economy can be achieved on the individual level through educational efforts, public policy and consumer activism campaigns; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to broaden and diversify this global movement to achieve maximum success; and 

WHEREAS, let it be known that the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby encourages its residents, businesses and institutions to use EARTH DAY to celebrate the Earth and commit to building a sustainable and green economy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby pledge this Earth Day April 22, 2018 to support green economy initiatives in the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey and encourage others to undertake similar actions.

#18-143
Transfer of Funds

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-59 permits transfers of funds from January 1 through March 31 for the prior year’s appropriation reserve; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff that the transfer of the following 2015 Appropriation Reserves if herby authorized and directed:

From:

Shade Tree

O/E
26-292



  8,000








        ___________








  8,000

To:

DPW Vehicle

O/E
26-315



  8,000








          ___________








  8,000
#18-145
Cancel Taxes Per NJSA 54:4-3.3

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.3  certifies the Department of Veterans Affairs to certify service connected total disability and,

WHEREAS,  the Tax Assessor has deemed the property(ies) listed below as tax exempt status as per this certification, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to cancel all taxes as indicated below as per the date of tax exempt status certification.

Block/Lot
       Name


    Address
                     Effective date

 230/20
Edmund W Tamar
           624 Lawlins Rd
     01/10/2018
#18-146
Expression of No Confidence in Orange & Rockland Electric

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) is the state agency and regulatory authority established by the New Jersey Legislature to ensure safe, adequate and proper utility services at reasonable rates for New Jersey customers. Critical services governed and regulated by the NJBPU include natural gas, electricity, water, waste water, telecommunications and cable television; and,

WHEREAS, Orange & Rockland Utilities, Inc, (O&R) owned by its parent company Consolidated Edison of New York, is a regulated utility operating in a New Jersey Board of Public Utilities issued franchise area in approximately half of the land area of the Township of Wyckoff; and,

WHEREAS, Public Service Electric & Gas (PSE&G) has been granted the natural gas franchise for the entire area of the Township of Wyckoff and a franchise to provide electric service to the remaining half of the Township of Wyckoff; and,

WHEREAS, the delineation line that separates the two franchise territories in the Township of Wyckoff does not coincide with any visible or rational topographical features, such as, a river, mountain range, or railroad track and its random delineation as such is unclear and in times of emergency response confusing and renders it difficult for first responders and emergency personnel; and,

WHEREAS, O&R failed to properly manage and perform restorations of critical electric service after Hurricane Sandy and the two (2) March 2018 winter storms Quinn & Riley; and,

WHEREAS, Public Service Electric & Gas managed and performed the restoration of critical electric services during these emergency conditions in a more effective and timely manner; and,

WHEREAS, a pattern of mismanagement is clearly evident and detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare of Wyckoff residents and citizens who work and visit the Township of Wyckoff; and,

WHEREAS, O&R failed to obtain out-of-state mutual aid assistance to aid in the restoration of critical electric service in a timely manner; and,  

WHEREAS, O&R did not dispatch any line crews to Wyckoff until later in the second full day of power loss, and construction crews for pole replacement did not arrive until four (4) days later 

presumably prioritizing their customers in New York State over customers in the Township of Wyckoff; and,

WHEREAS, O&R inability to respond and restore critical electric service (the life-blood of public health safety and welfare in the winter season) placed Wyckoff’s fire, police, ambulance and

Department of Public Works personnel at risk; and,

WHEREAS, the Township actively participated in four (4) daily O&R conference calls and O&R’s stated estimated restoration times were consistently unmet and not based on facts determined by diligent verification and exhibited an apparent lack of concern for Wyckoff residents; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Committee’s reasonable and necessary questions during four (4) daily conference calls with O&R personnel for restoration of critical electric service was at times met with ridicule and frequently information provided was not accurate; and,

WHEREAS, customers of O&R had difficulty reaching the utility to report their outages, and both the website and smartphone app became periodically inoperable and inaccurate; and,

WHEREAS, mayors, council members and other municipal officials of other O&R serviced municipalities in Bergen County reported similar issues, difficulties and problems that Wyckoff experienced that are described above; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes its residents deserve better electric service and demands that the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities revoke the O&R franchise in Wyckoff and extend Public Service Electric & Gas’s franchise for the entire area of the Township of Wyckoff.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities is advised that the Township Committee has NO CONFIDENCE in the ability of O&R to provide critical electric service to Wyckoff residents based on their pattern of failure and further request the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities revoke the O&R franchise in the Township of Wyckoff for the reasons stated and extend the franchise area to Public Service Electric & Gas thereby providing Wyckoff residents with one electric company providing reliable and safe electricity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk forward a certified copy of this resolution to all New Jersey Board of Public Utilities Commissioners, Governor Murphy, Senator Corrado, Assemblymen Rooney and DePhillips, Senate President Sweeney and Assembly Speaker Coughlin.

#18-147
Payment of Bills

WHEREAS, the Township of Wyckoff is a municipality in the State of New Jersey operating under the authority from NJSA 40A:63-1 et seq; and, 
WHEREAS, the Township of Wyckoff has received vouchers in claim for payment of materials supplied and/or services rendered; and,

WHEREAS, the said vouchers have been reviewed and the amount indicated on each voucher has been determined to be due and owing; and, 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has a practice of each Township Committee member participating in the reviewing and signing of vouchers; and,

WHEREAS, the vouchers which comprise this bill list have been reviewed and signed by two (2) Township Committee members and they have found them to in order; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Treasurer has certified that sufficient funds are available for payment of said vouchers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff that the action of the said Finance Committee be approved; and, that the payments of these bills are hereby authorized and the Chief Financial Officer is directed to issue checks for their payments as listed on the bill list attached to this date’s meeting minutes and covered by checks no. 16873 – 16908 Payroll A/C, Direct Deposit Vouchers no. 9135 - 9202, Library Payroll check nos. 1380 & 1381, Library Direct Deposit Vouchers no. 3624 - 3658, Claims Wire nos. 180304, 180305 & 180306 and  Claims check nos. 078412 - 078485.
#18-148
National Poison Prevention Week
WHEREAS, Congress designated the third full week in March to be National Poison Prevention Week (NPPW) in 1961 and since then this week has helped to raise national awareness of the dangers of potentially poisonous medicines, household chemicals, and other substances; and,

WHEREAS, every poisoning is preventable!  From the youngest to the oldest, all people and even pets are at risk; and,

WHEREAS, poison centers across the country will focus the public’s attention on identifying poisoning hazards at home as well as learning ways to prevent poisoning emergencies; and,

WHEREAS, a poison is defined as anything that is taken in the wrong amount, in the wrong way or by the wrong person; and, 

WHEREAS, unintentional poisoning is the leading cause of unintentional injury death in New Jersey; and,

WHEREAS, drug overdose deaths including prescription pain medicine (opioids), heroin and fentanyl remain at epidemic proportions for both New Jersey and the United States. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the majority of drug overdose deaths (more than six out of ten) involve an opioid; and,   
WHEREAS, although the majority of reported poison exposures involve children five (5) years old and younger; the majority of poisoning deaths occur in adults aged 20 to 59; and,

WHEREAS, childhood lead poisoning remains a major public health concern. Elevated blood lead levels can cause significant and permanent damage to the health and wellbeing of a young child. There is no safe level of lead.  Stop a child’s exposure to lead before it causes harm; and,

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Poison Information and Education System (NJPIES), a division of the Department of Emergency Medicine of the New Jersey Medical School of Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, provides expert advice, drug information, and poison prevention education to NJ residents through the 800-222-1222 Poison Help Hotline; and, 

WHEREAS, all services are free, confidential, multilingual and available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year even during bouts of Mother Nature; and,

WHEREAS, the public can contact a poison expert by calling (1-800-222-1222), chatting (www.njpies.org), or texting (8002221222@njpies.org); and,

WHEREAS, consumers must be aware that e-cigarette devices, hookah pipes and liquid nicotine may contain very high doses of nicotine in enticing colors, aromas, and flavors – increasing the likelihood that small children and pets will focus their attention on them. These products pose serious risk of poisoning; and,

WHEREAS, poison experts urge residents to use our services as a resource for poison and drug information instead of consulting the internet for information that may not be accurate; and,  

WHEREAS, we encourage all residents to program the Poison Help Line 800-222-1222 into home, office, and cell phones because a rapid response can make a difference in preventing serious injury and saving lives; and,

WHEREAS, the use of poison centers services saves residents both time and money. Most cases are managed in the convenience of the caller’s home, requiring no hospital visit; and, 

WHEREAS, NJPIES is also involved with the state’s efforts in homeland defense, counter-terrorism, emergency preparedness and response, bio surveillance, and surveillance for clusters of poisonings and their sources (products, food and beverages, chemicals in the workplace and at home, environmental toxins, drugs and medicine, and animal and insect bites and stings). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey  that they do hereby proclaim the week of March 18-24, 2018 as National Poison Prevention Week in New Jersey and encourage all citizens to pledge their commitment to ensuring the safety of themselves, their families, and their community.
#18-C8
Closed Session Discussion – NJSA 10:4-12b(7)- Ridgewood Water Litigation

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff is subject to certain requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act”, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, et seq.; and,

WHEREAS, the “Open Public Meetings Act”, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, provides that an Executive Session, not open to the public, may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and,

WHEREAS, it was necessary for the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff to discuss in a session not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b and designated below:

 NJSA 10:4-12b(7)  -  Ridgewood Water Litigation

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey assembled in public session on March 20, 2018, hereby authorize, that an Executive Session closed to the public shall be conducted on March 20, 2018, in the Town Hall, 340 Franklin Avenue, Wyckoff, New Jersey 07481, for the discussion of matters relating to the specific items designated above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the minutes of the said closed session will be made public when the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff determines the reason for the minutes to remain closed no longer exists and the Municipal Clerk shall attach to this resolution when completed the Closed Session Meeting Minutes related to the specific items designated above.

#18-C9
Closed Session Discussion  - NJSA 10:4-12b(7) Contract Negotiations with NBCUA

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff is subject to certain requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act”, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, et seq.; and,

WHEREAS, the “Open Public Meetings Act”, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, provides that an Executive Session, not open to the public, may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and,

WHEREAS, it was necessary for the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff to discuss in a session not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b and designated below:

 NJSA 10:4-12b(7)  -  Contract Negotiations with NBCUA

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey assembled in public session on March 20, 2018, hereby authorize, that an Executive Session closed to the public shall be conducted on March 20, 2018, in the Town Hall, 340 Franklin Avenue, Wyckoff, New Jersey 07481, for the discussion of matters relating to the specific items designated above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the minutes of the said closed session will be made public when the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff determines the reason for the minutes to remain closed no longer exists and the Municipal Clerk shall attach to this resolution when completed the Closed Session Meeting Minutes related to the specific items designated above.

II
Motions


a.
Approve the volunteer application from Jonathan Bradley            for the Memorial Day Parade Committee.
III
Ordinance – Introduction

#1851 – AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE A CERTAIN CAPITAL   IMPROVEMENT IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT OF FRANT FUNDS THEREFORE
TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF

ORDINANCE #1851

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE A CERTAIN CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT OF GRANT FUNDS THEREFORE.

WHEREAS, the Township of Wyckoff has made an application to the State of New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Municipal Aid Formula Program to receive funds for the reconstruction of a section of Lafayette Avenue, a municipal road in the Township of Wyckoff; and,

WHEREAS, the Township of Wyckoff has been advised it is the recipient of a grant in the amount of $215,000.00 for reconstruction of a section of Lafayette Avenue; and,

WHEREAS, the Township of Wyckoff, shall enter into a contract with the State of New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Municipal Aid Formula Program to participate in the receipt of grant funds made available; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, as follows:

SECTION 1.  The Township of Wyckoff, in the County of Bergen shall proceed with the improvement of a section of Lafayette Avenue in the Township of Wyckoff with a New Jersey Department of Transportation Trust Fund Grant for $215,000.00 and engineering design and construction inspection from the general capital improvement fund.              

SECTION 2.  The cost of implementing said improvements set forth in Section 1 shall be paid by the Township out of funds to be received specifically for said purpose through the State of New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Municipal Aid Formula Program.

SECTION 3.  It is hereby determined and stated:

a.
Said purpose is not a current expense. The same is an improvement which the Township of Wyckoff may lawfully make or acquire and no part of the cost of said improvement has been or shall be specifically benefited.

b.
It is not necessary to finance this authorization by the issuance of obligations by the Township of Wyckoff pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey.

c.
The total authorized appropriation in this ordinance is $215,000.00.

SECTION 4.  The monies which the Township of Wyckoff is authorized to

receive pursuant to the terms of the New Jersey Department of Transportation Trust Fund Grant shall, when received.

SECTION 5.  It is hereby determined and stated that no Supplemental

Debt statement is required to be made and signed in connection with said

purpose, since the gross debt of the Township of Wyckoff as defined

under the Local Bond Law is not increased by this Ordinance, and no

obligations in the matter of notes or bonds are authorized by this

 ordinance.

SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect after publication thereof and final passage as required by law.

Following is the vote on the Consent Agenda:
MOTION:  _____SHANLEY________    SECOND ______MADIGAN__________   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

IV
Resolution (Not on Consent Agenda)

#18-144
Preserve Bergen County Community Development Funding
WHEREAS, since 1974, the United States Congress, through the Community Development Block Grant Program, supported the future welfare of the Nation and the well-being of its citizens through maintaining viable urban communities as social, economic and political entities; and,

WHEREAS, said Program has been and continues to be a critical affordable housing, community and economic revitalization tool for families and communities across the nation; and,

WHEREAS, the President’s Fiscal Year 2018 Budget proposes the total elimination of the Community Development Block Grant Program; and,

WHEREAS, the broad spectrum of activities, including homeownership opportunities; elimination of slum and blight; housing rehabilitation; improvement to public facilities and infrastructure, such as roads, water and sewer systems, libraries, fire stations and community centers; and public services, such as employment training, child care, transportation services, services for senior citizens, the disabled and youth; business development and job creation will no longer be able to be undertaken; and,

WHEREAS, such action will no longer enable cities, counties and states to meet their community development, affordable housing and economic development needs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby requests your help to fight to save the Community Development Block Grant Program and maintain this vital program within the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development at a funding level no less than formula funding in Fiscal Year 2017.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the entire New Jersey Congressional Delegation, the Unites States Senate Committees on Appropriations and Budget and House Committees on Appropriations and Budget.

MOTION:  _____BOONSTRA________  SECOND _____RUBENSEIN________   

BOONSTRA_YES_ MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

V
Ordinance – Public Hearing/Further Consideration

#1850 - AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
ORDINANCE

                                                   FINAL PASSAGE

MUNICIPAL CLERK: Mr. Chairman, I have Ordinance No. 1850, entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
for second reading, by title only, and a copy of this Ordinance has been posted on the bulletin board in Town Hall where public notices are customarily posted, and copies have been made available to members of the general public of the Township who have requested the same.

COMMITTEEMAN SHANLEY: I move the Ordinance on second reading by Title only.

COMMITTEEMAN RUBENSTEIN:  Seconded.

MOTION:  _____SHANLEY________    SECOND _____RUBENSTEIN_______   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

CHAIRMAN:  This is the time and place for the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 1850, and all persons who wish to be heard, please state your name and address before making your statement.

COMMITTEEMAN SHANLEY:  I move that the Public Hearing on the Ordinance be closed.

COMMITTEEMAN RUBENSTEIN:  Seconded.

MOTION:  _____SHANLEY________    SECOND _____RUBENSTEIN_______   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

MUNICIPAL CLERK:  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff that Ordinance No. 1850 be, and the same is hereby adopted, and the Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish the Notice of Final Passage of said Ordinance in the official newspaper for the Township as provided by law.

COMMITTEEMAN SHANLEY: I move the resolution.

COMMITTEEMAN RUBENSTEIN: Seconded.

MOTION:  _____SHANLEY________    SECOND _____RUBENSTEIN_______   

BOONSTRA_YES_  MADIGAN _YES_ RUBENSTEIN _YES_ SHANLEY _YES_  SCANLAN_YES_  

TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF

ORDINANCE #1850

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 

2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff in the County of Bergen find it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2018 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that a 1.0% increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $141,168.66 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Wyckoff in the County of Bergen authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring that, in the CY 2018 budget year, the final appropriations of the Township of Wyckoff shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S. A. 40A:4-45, be increased by 1.0% amounting to $141,168.66 and that the CY 2018 municipal budget for the Township of Wyckoff be approved and adopted in accordance with the ordinance; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Direction within 5 days after such adoption. 

VI
Business Meeting adjourned 8:45pm


Entered Work Session 8:46pm


Recess Work Session 9:00pm


Re-entered Work Session 9:04pm


Entered Closed Session 9:22pm
________________________________
_____________________________

            Brian D. Scanlan

                   Joyce C. Santimauro


           Mayor




Municipal Clerk

